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''No! No! King George ... '' 
"King George, King George, 
We must face the facts ... 
Parliament must raise money! 
In our American Colonies, 
We must raise the tax." 

A series of Acts, 
Would soon come to be; 
And make their mark on merchants 
Throughout each colony. 

Sons and Daughters of Liberty 
Would now take a stand. 
They wouldn't permit 
Taxation Without Representation 
In their new land. 

"Repeal these taxes, 
And boycott British goods!" 
Colonists would time and again protest. 
With goods unsold and taxes unpaid, 
Colonists and British relations 
Would soon be put to the test. 

The failure to tax paper 
And end Colonial trade, 
Would soon cause the British to stir. 
The Colonists' anger and resentment 
They could no longer deter ... 

Propaganda in the newspapers 
Would n_ow make history. 
As angered Bostonians 
Tossed into their harbor, 
The precious British East Indian Tea. 

The British closed Boston Harbor 
With the Intolerable Acts. 
But this move backfired, 
As more angered Colonists 
Refused to pay their tax. 

All the trade ended. 
The Colonists would unite. 
Those things that divided them 
Now made them strong. 
And for their freedom 
They would bravely fight. 
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area• of study 
language Arts, Social Studies 

Title of Sha .. d Reading 
·No! No! King George ... " 
By Peter Burke 

Text Structure 
Poetry 

P•imary Pu•pose 
To enhance a unit of study on the Revolutionary War 
To review poetry format 

Lessons 
First Reading Focus: 
To Develop UndePstanding 
• Display the title of the poem and read it aloud to the 

students. Note the quotation marks and ask the students to 
think about whom this poem might be addressing and what 
the content might include. 

• Display the rest of the text and read it aloud with the students. 
Ask them to check their initial predictions against the text. 

• Reread the text and encourage a discussion that clarifies its 
meaning. 

Additional Readings: . 
To Develop StPategies and Skills 
Strategies 

• • Reread the text. Choose multi-syllabic words and 
demonstrate how to decode them by first breaking the word 
into smaller parts and then using onset and rime patterns. 

• Reread the first stanza of the text. Demonstrate the 
comprehension strategy of questioning by modeling a question 
the reading has created in your mind. Continue reading 
through the next stanzas, pausing to model questions and 
encouraging the students to contribute their own questions. 

Skills 
• Reread the text and locate words with common prefixes and 

suffixes. List these words on word cards. Sort the cards and 
define the meaning of each P.refix and suffix. Post the 
definitions in the classroom as a resource, along with the list 
of words from the poem. 

IIUtUNI Readings: 
othe• Teaching Points 
• Reread the text and look at the quotes used. Talk about how 

quotes affect the meaning and strength of a written piece. 
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Students wrote the 
cause and effects of 
Revolutionary War 
events. 

• Reread each stanza of the text. Locate and highlight key 
phrases and words that are the most important in 
understanding the text. Use those key words and phrases to 
restate the content of the text. 

Cla••.oom Extensions 
• Create a class mural depicting the events described in the 

poem. Encourage the students to add appropriate speech 
bubbles to the mural, using the quotes from the characters in 
the poem. Display the mural, along with the text, throughout 
the unit of study. 

• Use interactive editing to change the format of the text from 
a poem to a paragraph or timeline. 

Additional Resou•c•• 
DePaola, T. Can't You Make Them Behave, King George? 
Coward McCann, 1977. ISBN 0698114027 

Draper, A. Boston Tea Party: Angry Colonists Dump British Tea. 
Rosen Publishing Co., 2CXXl. ISBN 0823945717 

Knight, J. Sailing to America: Colonists at Sea. Troll 
Communications, 1998. ISBN 081674S552 

Kroll, S. The Boston Tea Party. Holiday House, 1998. 
ISBN 0823413160 

Moss, M. Emma's Journal. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0152163255 
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